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How It  
All Began

CLASS OF 1966 
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We are glad to welcome you to  
THE FIFTY-FIRST  ANNIVERSARY

Cable TV Pioneers Banquet
TUESDAY – OCTOBER 17, 2017

v

The Chairman’s Report
Presentation of the 25th Anniversary Class of 1992

Induction Ceremony of the Class of 2017

v

Susan Bitter Smith
Chairman

Jim K. Faircloth
Executive Director

David M. Fellows
Dinner Host 

v

Join Us At The Afterglow Party
Coffee – Cocktails – Cordials 
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Cable TV Pioneers
Officers and Managing Board

Susan Bitter Smith	 2002

David M. Fellows 	 2008

Pat Kehoe	 2010

Jim K. Faircloth	 1989

Michael L. Pandzik	 1992

Leslie H. Read	 1977

Frank M. Drendel	 1983

Jim Gleason	 2007

Yvette Kanouff	 2016

John G. Pascarelli	 2008

Matthew M. Polka	 2009

Lisa W. Schoenthaler 	 2012

John J. Hagerty	 2006

Sean McGrail	 2017

CLASS

v

Chairman 

Vice Chairman

Secretary-Treasurer

Executive Director

Past Chairman 

Director Emeritus

Director

Director 

Director 

Director 

Director 
 
Director

Director

Class Representative

TITLE
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Good Evening and Welcome Fellow Pioneers and Guests:

As we enter our 51st year of existence, it is appropriate to remember that our amazing 
group was founded initially to identify and recognize accomplished cable pioneers and 
celebrate their camaraderie at an annual banquet. Over the years, as the spirit of these 
initial Cable TV Pioneers lives on, the profile and purpose of our organization has changed 
dramatically. Now, inclusion in the Pioneers goes beyond just years of service in the industry 
and encompasses those who demonstrate leadership, progress in their careers, community 
and civic involvement, and the commitment to "go the extra mile." Today's membership 
is over 500 strong and reflects members from every segment of the ever-evolving cable 
industry. We are MSO chiefs, independent operators, trade journalists, engineers, financial 
executives, regulators, bankers, teachers, marketers, association executives, programmers, 
attorneys, equipment manufacturers and, at heart, we are all entrepreneurs. 

One of the lasting legacies of the Pioneers is the Cable Center, founded by our group in 1985 
on the campus of Penn State University. The Center relocated in the mid 1990s to its current 
home here in Denver and serves as the non-profit educational arm of the cable industry. 
The Center is the main repository of our industry's history, and therefore very special to the 
Cable TV Pioneers. 

Tonight, we celebrate our new relationship with SCTE-ISBE's EXPO, as we honor this year's 
class of inductees who reflect not only our industry's history, but also our future! 

The Board of Directors of the Cable TV Pioneers warmly welcomes you to tonight's dinner. 
We thank our wonderful sponsors who help make this event uniquely special every year. 
Please take a moment to look at the list of the terrific companies who are this year's sponsors.  

Please enjoy the evening. We are glad you are here!  

 
 
 
Susan Bitter Smith
Chairman



6

Members of the Founding 
Class of 1966 

 
IN MEMORIAM 

M. William Adler

George J. Barco

Charles E. Clements

Benjamin J. Conroy, Jr.

Jack R. Crosby

Bill Daniels

Glenn H. Flinn

Fred Lieberman

Albin J. Kosminski/Malin

Bruce Merrill

Martin F. Malarkey

Sanford F. Randolph

Albert J. Ricci

Gene W. Schneider

Hon. Milton J. Shapp

E. Stratford Smith

Fred Stevenson

Robert J. Tarlton

Archer S. Taylor

Frank P. Thompson

Edward P. Whitney

v
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We Salute the
25th Anniversary Class of 1992

ACTIVE MEMBERS

Thomas Bowles

Austin "Shorty" Correll

Toni Augustine

W. Robert Felder

Gordon Halverson

Tom Mixon

Mike Pandzik

Ron Podlesny

Earl Quam

IN MEMORIAM

Ralph Baruch

Linda Brodsky

George Duffy

Ed Frazier

Raymond Joslin

Hilmer "Tax" Taxdahl

Marlowe Froke

v
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Special Thanks  
to Our Sponsors

®

TM

• iN DEMAND legal line must appear with any use of this iN DEMAND logo.
 
  © 2013 iN DEMAND L.L.C. All Rights Reserved. iN DEMAND is a service mark of iN DEMAND L.L.C.

• This version of the iN DEMAND logo is to appear against LIGHT colored backgrounds ONLY.
• DO NOT REDUCE this version in size or enlarge it more than 10%.
• DO NOT attempt to recreate this logo typographically.
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Special Thanks  
to Our Sponsors

the  

Managing Board  
of the  

Cable TV Pioneers
 presents

The Peak
Pioneer Class 

OF  
2017

v
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THOMAS E. ADAMS
Stamford, CT 

Tom Adams embarked on his cable journey 
40 years ago with New Channels Corp. in 
Binghamton, NY. He worked through the 
technical ranks with New Channels and 
on to management positions in Alabama, 
Pennsylvania and New York. 

In June of 1996, Tom was named Division President for Time Warner in 
Binghamton. He was promoted again to Division President for Time Warner in 
Rochester, NY in June of 1999 and three years later became Division President 
and Regional Vice President of Operations for Time Warner’s Carolina Region. 

Tom is now Charter’s Executive Vice President of Field Operations overseeing 
technical operations in 42 states. He has played active roles in CTAM, NAMIC, 
NCTA, SCTE and state cable associations in New York, Pennsylvania, North 
Carolina and Wisconsin.  

Sponsored by  
Jim Hughes & Mike LaJoie
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MATTHEW BLANK
New York, NY

Matt Blank’s contributions to the pay television 
business are numerous and legendary. From 
his first assignments in marketing and sales 
with HBO in the mid-70s to his leading role in 
Showtime’s development and growth for the last 
three decades, Matt left his mark on the network’s 
brand and the industry at large. 

As Chairman and CEO of Showtime, he grew the network’s portfolio from the 
trio of Showtime, the Movie Channel and FLIX to include 27 digital channels 
and a stand-alone streaming service available through Amazon, Google  
and Roku. 

Matt serves on the NCTA Board of Directors and the Cable Center, and 
received the Stanton Award for Excellence in Communications from the Center 
for Communications. Other honors have included induction into Broadcasting 
& Cable Magazine’s Hall of Fame in 2008, the Cable Center Hall of Fame in 
2009, the Vanguard Award for Leadership and the Joel P. Berger Award from 
Cable Positive.    

Sponsored by  
Terry Rich & Mike Jeffrey
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STEVE BRETT
Boulder, CO 

Steve Brett is Chairman of the Board of General 
Communications, Inc., an independent MSO 
in Alaska and the state’s largest diversified 
communications provider. He has held this 
position since 2005 and has been a Director of 
the corporation since 2001. 

Prior to 2001, Steve was Vice President & Secretary for TCI. He served as 
Senior Executive Vice President for AT&T Broadband from March of 1999 
to April of 2000. Steve was a partner in the Denver law firm of Sherman & 
Howard from 1971 to 1988, before joining United Artists Entertainment as 
Chief Legal Officer. 

He has been active in a number of Colorado non-profit organizations and 
has held leadership positions with the Colorado Symphony Orchestra, the 
Boulder Community Foundation and Denver branch of Volunteers of America, 
among others. Steve currently serves on the Board of Trustees of the Legal Aid 
Foundation of Colorado.

Sponsored by  
Bridgett Baker & Patty McCaskill
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JACK A. BRYANT
Rockingham, VA

Jack Bryant has been President & CEO of 
ComSonics, Inc. since 2014. Prior to joining 
ComSonics, he had been Vice President of 
Worldwide Sales for Wave 7 Optics and General 
Partner of the consulting firm JRP Partners, LLC. 

Jack entered the cable industry in 1982 when 
he signed on with Oak Communications as Account Manager, a position 
he held until 1985 when he joined Scientific-Atlanta as Account Manager. 
He advanced through the management ranks with S-A for five years before 
moving to General Instruments as Director of Product Management in the 
company’s Jerrold Communications Division. From 1991–2004, Jack served 
in a number of Executive and Marketing positions with Arris Group and 
Concurrent Computer Corporation. 

He has been an active SCTE member for more than two decades, contributed 
to multiple CTAM conferences and served on the 2002 and 2003 NCTA 
Planning Committees.    

Sponsored by  
Steve Necessary & Steve Havey
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CYNTHIA CARPENTER
Greenwood Village, CO 

Cynthia Carpenter is currently Vice President of 
Human Resources for Charter Communications. 
She has been a marketing standout for a number 
of industry organizations since the early 1990s. 

Cynthia began her impressive career as Director 
of Marketing for Starz Entertainment with 

responsibility for affiliate and consumer marketing. In 1995, she moved to 
Prime Star, Inc. as Director of Marketing with direct responsibility for a $400 
million division of Time Warner distributing Prime Star’s DBS service. 

Following executive positions with High Speed Access Corp and AMC 
Networks, Cynthia moved to Level 3 Communications in 2004 and served five 
years as Vice President of Business Operations. She is Founder & President of 
Wheelhouse Strategies, a consulting practice focused on product management 
and integrated marketing. 

Cynthia has a deep commitment to WICT and was a founding member of 
WICT’s mentoring program. She currently serves as President of the Rocky 
Mountain Chapter. 

Sponsored by  
Jana Henthorn & Ron Rizzuto
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JOHN T. CHAPMAN
Coto de Caza, CA

John Chapman is Cisco’s Chief Technical Officer 
for the company’s Cable Access Business unit, a 
position he has held for more than twenty years. 
John is a prolific inventor with more than 100 
DOCSIS-related patents to his credit. He has 
been recognized with three Cisco Pioneering 
Technology Awards, received the National Innovation Award in China and 
was a 2012 inductee into the SCTE Hall of Fame. 

John founded Cisco’s CMTS unit during his first year with the company,  
where he designed and shipped the industry’s first CMTS.  

When John isn’t in the lab inventing something, he is teaching martial arts to 
adults and children, an avocation he has pursued for more than thirty years. He 
is an expert in Tae Kwon Do and Jiu-jitsu among other martial arts disciplines. 
John was President of the Tae Kwon Do club at his university.   

Sponsored by  
Rouzbeh Yassini-Fard & Nick Hamilton Piercy
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ANNE COWAN
Baltimore, MD 

Anne Cowan’s introduction to the industry came 
in 1992 with Susan Peterson Productions as a 
management advisor and trainer. She worked 
with the Cable Industry Public Affairs Training 
Program, including involvement with NCTA, 
CATA and ACTPAA. 

Anne joined CATA full time in 1996 as Vice President of Public Affairs, where 
she managed communications and press relations for the membership. She 
edited CATA’s various publications, newsletters and online communications 
and developed an array of communications resources for use by members in 
their local communities. 

Char Beales recruited Anne to join CTAM in 1999, to develop training programs 
for the membership and soon became a valuable partner and advisor. Now in 
her 18th year with CTAM, Anne is the Chief Communications Officer as well 
as strategic advisor to the CEO.  

Sponsored by  
Char Beales & Rob Stoddard
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CHRIS DUNKESON
Albuquerque, NM

Chris Dunkeson has been Comcast’s New 
Mexico Area Vice President since December 
of 2010. Chris began his cable career in the 
technical ranks with Jones Intercable in 1993. He 
worked his way through a variety of supervisory 
assignments in the construction, installation, tech 
maintenance and warehouse management departments. 

Chris was named Director of Operations for northern New Mexico in 
August of 2002 and, two years later, Vice President & GM for the region. 
He has excelled in the area of Government and Public Affairs and has been 
responsible for lobbying at the state level for wireline telecom legislative and 
regulatory matters. Chris was instrumental in rolling out Comcast’s high-speed 
data offerings in the early 2000s. He also managed the transition of HSD to 
the company’s core markets. 

He has served on the Board of the Southwest Cable Communications 
Association for more than twelve years, and was the Association’s President 
from 2009–2010. In 2014, he was honored with induction into the Southwest 
Association’s Pioneer Hall of Fame. 

Sponsored by  
Jim Monroe & Bryan Blow
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JANA FAY
Washington, DC

Jana Fay is C-SPAN’s Vice President of Finance 
& Secretary Treasurer. She began her cable 
journey in 1976 as Executive Assistant to then 
NCTA President Tom Wheeler before becoming 
Brian Lamb’s first hire at C-SPAN two years later. 
Jana was Finance Officer for eleven years, then 

Director of Finance, before assuming her current position. 

Beyond her duties as Secretary-Treasurer of the C-SPAN Board, Jana is involved 
in key industry financial and audit organization. She is a long-term member 
of the Media Financial Management Association, a non-profit professional 
association dedicated to the unique interests and needs of business and finance 
executives throughout the media industry. She was elected to the MFM Board 
of Directors in 2012 and served through 2015. 

Jana served as co-chair of the MFM Cable Television Committee, facilitating 
learning and networking among the organization’s members, and continues 
to participate in MFM activities and to influence the annual conference. In 
2016, the Media Financial Management Association honored Jana with its  
“Working Capital Award” in recognition of her significant contributions. 

Sponsored by  
Pat Gushman & Barbara York  
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CHARLOTTE FIELD
Greenwood Village, CO

Charlotte Field is Charter’s Senior Vice President 
for Application Platform Operations. In this 
position, she supports the company’s provisioning 
platforms including Network Security, 
commercial and residential email data centers, 
new deployments and capacity management. 

Charlotte first joined our industry with AT&T as a Division Manager. At AT&T, 
she performed analysis on distribution strategies and technologies that would 
facilitate a partnership with cable. 

In 1996, she became Regional Vice-President accountable for access planning, 
performance and regulatory operations. Charlotte then moved to AT&T 
Broadband as Vice President and later Senior Vice-President, charged with 
implementing strategies to support voice and data services. In 2002, Charlotte 
joined Comcast as Senior Vice President accountable for voice engineering, 
testing deployment and ongoing operations. 

She has served on the Rocky Mountain chapter of the Women in Cable 
Television Board and worked numerous events focused on technology. A 
former “Women in Technology” award-winner, Charlotte has participated in 
a mentoring program for up and coming female leaders in the industry. She 
has moderated or participated on numerous panels for WICT, SCTE and Cable 
Labs events. 

Sponsored by  
Lenny Melamedas & Mark Dzuban
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TONY FINGER
Marietta, GA

Tony Finger is Vice President of MSO Sales for 
Commscope. He initially signed on with the 
company in June of 1991, just out of college, as 
a sales representative. He was Vice President of 
Strategic Accounts after serving 18 years as VP 
of Sales for the Southeast Region. He excelled at 

managing key relationships and establishing sales targets and budgets for the 
Commscope team. 

In addition to his track record with Commscope, Tony has held positions in 
several industry organizations, including membership in the Ohio Cable TV 
Association as a two-term Associate Director. He aided in the formation of 
the Detroit chapter of SCTE. Tony also volunteered with the Georgia Cable TV 
Association, serving on the Board for several years and helping to organize 
the annual convention. 

Tony’s community involvement has included coaching soccer, Little League 
baseball and a Community Soccer league for younger children. He served 
four years as President of the Windsor Oaks Homeowners Association in his 
suburban Atlanta neighborhood.   

Sponsored by  
Chris Bowick & Mark Manning
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JAMES R. GEORGE
OCALA, FL

James George is the Owner/Operator of Ocala, 
Florida based American Cable Services, an 
equipment repair and installation company. A 
veteran of more than 54 years in the industry, 
James has a long history of entrepreneurial 
partnerships. He worked at Jones Spacelink 
with Glenn Jones, and at Telesat with a group of Florida investors. The Glenn 
Jones partnership originated with the sale of Mr. George’s system in West Palm 
Beach in 1979, after which he became General Manager for Spacelink. He 
then franchised and built systems in Colorado, Florida and New York. 

From 1981 to 1989, James was building and managing cable properties 
for Gardiner Communications, Telesat and Wiresat, Inc. From 1987 through 
1989, James represented Angeles Corp. as a consultant for the build-out of 
45 systems in thirteen states.

Outside of the continental United States, James has consulted and done contract 
construction work for cable operators in Costa Rica, Hungary, Iceland and 
Mexico. He founded the Puerto Rico chapter of SCTE and has been honored as 
a nominee for the International Peace Prize by the United Cultural Convention 
for his work in the Caribbean.       

James is a veteran of the Vietnam war. 

Sponsored by  
Steve Richey & Skip Klaus
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TIM GROPP
Highlands Ranch, CO

Stephen “Tim” Gropp has spent 37 years in the 
telecommunications industry and 30 exclusively 
in the cable industry supplying cable operators 
worldwide with their video, broadband and 
voice equipment. He currently serves as Senior 
VP of Sales for Arris in North America, Latin 

America and the Asia-Pacific region. 

In 1985, Tim joined the cable industry with AT&T as a regional accounts 
manager, focused on fiber optic equipment sales to Time Warner Cable. At 
AT&T, he helped establish the company as a preeminent provider of HFC 
technology and VOD solutions to cable operators around the world. He joined 
C-Cor in 2004 and, when C-Cor was acquired by Arris, Tim assumed the 
position of Senior VP of Sales.  

Tim is an avid skier and outdoorsman. He served for several years on the 
SkiTam Board and contributed greatly to the support of the U.S. Paralympic 
Skiing and Snowboard teams. Tim has organized and supported numerous 
fundraising outreach programs on its behalf and is one of the Association’s 
most passionate supporters. 

Tim has been a member of SCTE for 30 years and was a frequent volunteer 
and presenter at SCTE seminars in the 1990s and early 2000s.

Sponsored by  
Mike Hayashi & Gordy Halverson
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LARRY HANSON
Florissant, CO

Larry Hanson is Co-Owner and Managing 
Member of Ambit Project Management, a 
firm that focuses on the increasing need for 
meeting the industry requirements for greater 
bandwidth to accommodate new technologies 
and faster speeds. In his 38 years in the cable 
and Broadband industry, Larry progressed from Regional Engineer for TCI 
in Minnesota and the Dakotas to Division Engineer for the company’s Kansas 
City based Midwest Region. He later became Vice President of Technical 
Operations at TCI’s Denver headquarters. 

Larry left TCI in 1997 to form Cougar Communications, a technical services 
firm. Cougar grew to 50 employees and more than $12 million in annual 
revenue, and was listed in Dunn and Bradstreet’s list of “Hot 100” startups in 
the country.

A member of SCTE since 1980, Larry worked on the organization’s National 
Sub-Committee tasked with creating a protocol to address the operation and 
maintenance of cable’s return path.   

As a Sergeant in the Air National Guard from 1970 to 1976, Larry was 
an Electronic Technician Navigation Aid Repairman with responsibility for 
navigational and communication systems for fighter jets and B-56 bombers.   

Sponsored by  
Tony Werner & Stan Von Feldt
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DALE HOPKINS
Marina Del Rey, CA

Dale Hopkins is President and Chief Executive 
Officer of iN DEMAND. She is a Founding 
member of teams that launched four successful 
start-up cable networks (CNBC, E! Entertainment 
Television, The Style Network, G4), as well as 
a Member of the turnaround team at GSN  

(Game Show Network.) She also Co-Founded E!Online and iWin.com.  

She began her cable career with CBS in 1980, working in the advertising sales 
group with Financial News Network and CNBC. In 1991, she accepted the 
position of Chief Marketing Officer for E! Entertainment Television. 

Her contributions include service on industry boards and in the volunteer 
community. She is a member of the Board of Directors for the non-profit 
Toberman Neighborhood Center and HAVOC-TV, and has served on the 
PromaxBDA, G4Tech TV Canada, and E!Online Boards. 

Dale's leadership abilities have been recognized throughout her career, 
including awards from the Cable Advertising Bureau and ProMax. She has 
received the President’s Leadership Award, was listed among the most powerful 
women in cable from 2012–2014, and has been named among Cable’s “100 
Most Influential People.”

Sponsored by  
David Andersen & Richard McCaffrey
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DEBRA LEE
Washington, DC

Debra Lee started at BET in 1986 as Vice 
President of Legal Affairs, and became their 
Chief Operating Officer ten years later. Debra 
added the title of Chief Executive Officer in 2005 
and now serves as both Chairman and CEO of 
Black Entertainment Television.

While at BET, she played a pivotal role in the company’s history. She delivered 
record-setting ratings while leading BET into original movies, documentaries, 
concert specials, news, late-night talk shows and public policy coverage. 
Debra and BET pioneered an entire genre of music, entertainment, news and 
public affairs programming for African-Americans.

Debra was inducted into both the Cable Hall of Fame and the Broadcasting  
& Cable Hall of Fame. She received NCTA’s Distinguished Leadership  
Vanguard Award — the first African-American woman to be so honored. She 
has served on a number of industry boards, including the NCTA and the Paley 
Center for Media. 

She now serves on the boards of the Alvin Ailey Dance Theater, the National 
Symphony Orchestra, the Kennedy Center’s Community and Friends Board 
and the Economic Club of Washington. She also serves on the boards of 
Twitter, Revlon, Marriott, and Washington Gas & Light.

Sponsored by  
Ann Carlsen and Italia Weinand Commisso
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SEAN McGRAIL
Hopkinton, MA

Sean McGrail joined Continental Cablevision in 
1983 as Area Sales Manager in Beverly Mass. 
In 1985, he moved to New England Sports 
Network as Director of Marketing. Sean was 
promoted to Vice President of Marketing for 
the network in 1991, assuming additional P&L 

responsibility and reporting directly to the NESN Board of Directors. Under his 
leadership, the network invested in additional sports rights and news content 
in advance of transitioning from a premium network to an Expanded Basic 
offering. Following this conversion, NESN became New England’s largest 
network and a dominant presence in primetime ratings, now reaching more 
than five million homes. 

Promoted to President & CEO in 2000, Sean is responsible for affiliate sales, 
marketing, engineering, HR, production and operations. Under Sean, the 
network has received numerous awards from CTAM, CTPAA, NASTAS and 
NECTA. Forbes magazine has ranked NESN as the 9th most valuable sports 
brand in the world for each of the last three years.

Sean is a member of the Board of Directors of Roush Fenway Racing, one 
of the largest and most successful NASCAR franchises in history—the 2015 
XFINITY Championship winner! 

Sean has served on the Boards of CTAM and the New England Cable Television 
Association, and recently been presented a lifetime achievement award from 
WICT New England. 

Sponsored by  
 Ed Holleran & David Keefe
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RON McMILLAN
Houston, TX

A veteran of 35 years with Time Warner Cable, 
Ron McMillan moved through the executive ranks 
from Vice President of Engineering for Warner’s 
Houston, Texas system to VP of Engineering at 
Warner’s corporate offices in Dublin, Ohio. In 
1988, Ron rose to President of the Milwaukee 
Division before returning to Houston as Division President for that region. 
When Comcast acquired the Houston operations in 2008, Ron elected to  
stay with T-W as Regional Vice President of Government Relations for the 
Texas region.

Ron served on the Wisconsin Cable Communications Association’s Board of 
Directors from 1988–1991, and was elected President in 1992. He served 
as Secretary-Treasurer and Chairman of the Texas Cable Association, and 
actively lobbied on behalf of the Association at the State Capitol in Austin. 

Ron has served a number of organizations outside the cable industry, including 
board seats with the “Be An Angel” Foundation, “Kid Care” and the “Make 
A Wish” Foundation. Elected to the South Texas Better Business Bureau in 
2004, he first served on the audit committee and later as Chairman from 
2010–2011. He received the Humanitarian Service Award from the City of 
Milwaukee in 1991. 

Sponsored by  
Ron Coppock & James Ewalt
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JAY VAUGHAN
Gilbert, AZ

Jay Vaughan’s cable career began in 1977 at 
Cablevision of Lake Travis, a small independent 
new-build, while completing studies that led to 
a BSEE degree from the University in nearby 
Austin. In 1981, Jay joined General Instruments 
as a field engineer providing headend and field 

support to Jerrold customers. He was named National Accounts Manager 
responsible for the company’s largest client, Group W Cable.

Jay joined Rogers Cablesystems in 1983 as Regional Engineer for Southern 
California. He was promoted two years later to Regional Engineer for Roger’s 
Texas and California systems, including the company’s flagship operation in 
San Antonio. 

In 1987 he moved to ATC as their Director of Engineering Services in Paris, 
France. In 2002 he moved to Pangrac & Associates, supporting a wide variety 
of engineering projects. In 2005 he moved to Charter Communications, as 
their Director of Technology for their Western Division. From 2008 to 2013 he 
served as a regional engineering VP for Time Warner Cable.

Jay has given back to the industry, serving on a wide variety of engineering 
and standards boards, and regularly presented papers on plant architecture 
and new technologies. At Time Warner he had overall responsibility for 
the TWC National Training Center, later moving the program’s courses into 
Regional Training Centers to reach more employees.

Sponsored by  
Jeff Porter & Rex Porter
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RICHARD WHITE
Charlotte, NC

Richard White entered our industry in 1973 
as a staff engineer for Vision Cable Television 
Company in Fort Lee, New Jersey, later becoming 
Vice President of Engineering. In 1995 he moved 
to Time Warner–Advance/Newhouse as VP of 
Engineering for the Charlotte Division. In 2006 
he became Principal Engineer for the Carolina Region. He left Time Warner 
in 2011 to consult with a variety of fiber providers, including premise and 
outside plant engineering companies.

He was instrumental in launching the first operational 450 MHz system, and 
an early adopter of digital set-top boxes, high-speed data, DVRs and VOIP 
systems. In 1979 he installed one of the first FM video fiber links in the country, 
and specialized in the implementation of fiber optic transport innovation.

Richard is a Senior Member of the IEEE, and a member since 1971. 
He is an Emeritus Member of the SCTE, with 40+ years of service. He assisted 
in founding SCTE’s Crystal Coast Chapter, and is Past President of the  
Piedmont Chapter.

Sponsored by  
Charlie Dietz & John Kurpinski 
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Cable Television Pioneers  
ACTIVE MEMBERS

Colleen  Abdoulah 

Anthony W. Accamando , Jr.

Thomas Edward Adams

Matthew J. Aden 

Steve C. Allen 

Gregory D. Allshouse 

David C. Andersen 

Donald E. Anderson 

Kenneth D. Anderson 

Michael J. Angi 

S. Decker  Anstrom 

Gary  Arlen 

Gregory B. Armstrong 

William D. Arnold 

Richard D. Ashpole 

Toni M. Augustine 

James J. Bailey 

Bridget L. Baker 

Samuel G. Barney 

C. David  Batalsky 

Char   Beales 

William C. Beaty , Jr.

Richard A. Bechtel 

Maggie A. Bellville 

Robert D. Berger 

Alex B. Best 

Jeff L. Bewkes 

Greg   Bicket 

Terry S. Bienstock 

Susan  Bitter Smith 

Shelley  Blaine Goodman 

Roger  Blakeway 

Matthew C. Blank

Roy L. Bliss 

Gary W. Blount 

Gregory B. Blow 

George W. Bodenheimer 

Gary   Bombalicki 

Vincent R. Borelli 

Louis A. Borrelli Jr.

Christopher J. Bowick 

Steven D. Boyers 

Patricia Jo Boyers 

Fran  Bradley 

Sean  Bratches 

Burt A. Braverman Esq.

Edward D. Breen 

David R. Breidinger 

Stephen M. Brett

Patrick J. Bresnan 

John J. Brockman 

Julian A. Brodsky 

Steve  Brookstein 

Martin F. Brophy 

Jack A. Bryant

John B. Burns III

Diane Bess Burstein 

Gene  Cabral 

Jerry F. Caddy 

Thomas P. Carbaugh 

Ann  Carlsen 

James W. Carlson 

Albert M. Carollo , Jr.

Cynthia Carpenter

Daniel  Casciato 

Daniel P. Cavallo 

David  Cerullo 

John T. Chapman

Gerald V. Cheney 

Hawley T. Chester III

James A. Chiddix 

John R. Christopher 

Bruce A. Clark 

David M. Clark 

John D. Clark , Jr.

Robert B. Clasen 

Lee  Clayton Roper 

Jack C. Clifford 

Lela  Cocoros 

Christopher  Cohan 

Timothy F. Cohane 

Joseph M. Cohen 

Marshall  Cohen 

John P. Cole, ESQ , Jr
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Joseph J. Collins 

Bruce D. Collins 

Sandra D. Colony 

Rocco B. Commisso 

Italia  Commisso Weinand 

J. Clay Conrad 

Timothy D. Cooke 

Frank N. Cooper 

Ellen M. Cooper 

Ron  Coppock 

Terry M. Cordova 

Ronald C. Cotten 

Mary L. Cotter 

Anne Cowan

James S. Cownie 

Jerry  Craft 

John E. Dahlquist 

Daniel E. Davids  

Steve C. Davidson 

J. Keith  Davidson 

Charles P. Davis , Jr.

Patrick M. Davis 

Chuck  Davis 

Brian  Deevy 

Jeffrey S. DeMond 

James  DeSorrento 

James J. Deveraux 

Charles E. Dietz 

Douglas H. Dittrick 

Charles F. Dolan 

C. Ronald  Dorchester 

Thomas C. Dowden 

David M. Downey 

Michael W. Drake 

Frank M. Drendel 

Thomas J. Duffy 

W.  Jay Dugan 

Dwight B. Duke 

Chris Dunkeson

James J. Duratz 

Glenn  Duval 

Arthur A. Dwyer 

Mark  Dzuban 

Edgar D. Ebenbach 

Larry W. Eby 

Donald  Edelman 

Stephen R. Effros 

John M. Egan , Sr.

Michael J. Egan 

Randy  Elliot 

Leslie  Ellis 

Gary E. Ervin 

Pamela  Euler Halling 

John D. Evans 

James H. Ewalt 

Harold D. Ewen 

Debby  Exon 

Jim K. Faircloth 

James O. Farmer 

Marwan  Fawaz 

Jana D. Fay

Thomas C. Feige 

W. Robert  Felder 

David M. Fellows 

Charlotte Field

Tony Finger

Donne F. Fisher 

George Lyn Fletcher 

Lawrence  Flinn , Jr.

John P. Forde 

Benson B. Forrester 

Peter W. Frame 

Kent D. Franke 

Sanford M. Freeman 

Tom   Freston 

Steve  Friedman 

Glen L.  Friedman 

Michael T. Fries 

Douglas B. Fuller 

Joseph S. Gans  III

Clifton H. Gardiner 

George F. Gardner 

David A. Gardner 

Lindsay A. Gardner 

v
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Travis E. Garrett 

John F. Gault 

James R. George

William K. Geppert 

Alan  Gerry 

Richard W. Gessner 

Robert B. Gessner 

John  Gibbs 

Tommy L. Gleason , Jr.

James M. Gleason 

Paul  Glist Esq.

John W. Goddard 

Missy L. Goerner 

Bill  Goetz 

Bob  Gold 

Andrew C. Goldman 

Steven  Goldmintz 

Herbert W. Goodall , III

William F. Goodwyn 

Thomas J. Gorman 

Robert S. Grassi 

Robert G. Gray 

Richard R. Green 

Susan C. Greene 

Robert J. Greiner , Jr.

Robert J. Greiner III

Steven Gropp

Tim Gropp

Erica  Gruen 

William H. Grumbles , Jr.

Pat  Gushman 

John J. Hagerty 

William L. Haggarty 

Robert  C. Halgas 

James H. Hall 

James H. Hall , Jr.

L. Wayne Hall 

Gordon E. Halverson 

Nick  Hamilton-Piercy 

David S. Hanson 

Larry Hanson

Beverly A. Harms 

Michael P. Harney 

David J. Harrison 

Ted E. Hartson 

John A. Hastings 

Gustave M. Hauser 

Steve E. Havey 

Mike T. Hayashi 

Keith  Hayes 

Andrew J. Healey 

Craig S. Heiting 

Charles H. Helein , Esq.

Neil  Heller 

Andrew T. Heller 

Charles  Hembree 

Zenita  Henderson 

Del P. Henry , Jr.

Jana L. Henthorn 

Wesley R. Heppler 

John E. Heslip 

Mark E. Hess 

James O. Heyworth 

Richard C. Hickman 

Tommy  Hill 

Les P. Hilliard 

Russell G. Hilliard 

Christian M. Hilliard 

C. J. Hirschfield 

James A. Hirshfield , Jr.

Stanley E. Hitchcock 

James M. Hoak , Jr.

John J. Hollenback , Sr.

Edward T. Holleran , Jr.

Douglas V. Holloway 

William G. Hooks 

Ben W. Hooks , Jr.

Dale Hopkins

Nancy N. Horne 

Edward D. Horowitz 

Howard  Horowitz 

Amos B. Hostetter , Jr.

Richard S. Howe 

Ronald J. Hranac 

v
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Christopher D. Huffman 

James R. Hughes 

Frank J. Hughes 

Ted W. Hughett 

A. Scott  Hults III

Jeffrey R. Huppertz 

Eugene A. Iacopi 

Grady R. Ireland 

Robert L. James , Esq.

Brian  James 

Chip  James 

Jadz  Janucik 

Michael R. Jeffrey 

Thomas T. Johnson 

Robert L. Johnson 

Steven C. Johnson 

Thomas R. Jokerst 

Marvin L. Jones 

Rick  Jubeck 

Patsy  Judd 

Paul F. Kagan 

A. Gordon Kahn 

Spencer R. Kaitz 

Yvette  Kanouff 

David J. Keefe 

Patricia A. Kehoe 

James S. Keller 

Peter M. Kendrick 

J. Roger Kennedy , Jr.

Robert G. Kennedy 

Jerome H. Kern 

Alan M. Kernes 

Peter  Kiley 

Sally L. Kinsman 

Kenneth L. Klaer 

Mary "Sam" Klosterman 

Ruth I. Kolpin-Rubison 

Kay  Koplovitz 

Arthur J. Kraus 

Claus F. Kroeger 

James H.  Kuhns 

John T. Kurpinski , Sr.

Mike L. LaJoie 

Brian P. Lamb 

William H. Lambert 

Nancy C. Larkin 

Geraldine B. Laybourne 

Bruce  Lazarus 

Honore  A. LeBrun III

Kevin  Leddy 

Debra Lee

Richard S. Leghorn 

H. F. 'Gerry'  Lenfest 

Gerald M. Levin 

Nathan A. Levine 

Paul R. Levine 

Robert J. Lewis 

Mark  Lieberman 

Philip B. Lind 

Stanley I. Lindsay 

McAdory  Lipscomb Jr.

John R. Liskey 

Brian  Lockman 

David L. Lorenzi Jr.

Steven P. Lowe Sr.

James P. Ludington 

Robert A. Luff 

Marcus Rick Luke 

Jim  Lysaker 

Gerard A. Maglio 

John C. Malone 

Dennis H. Mangers 

Mark A. Manning 

Jeffrey A. Marcus 

William F. Marks 

Barry P. Marshall 

Robert B. Marshall 

Bruce R. Martin 

Kim  Martin 

Mike J. Mason 

Don  Mathison 

Gary R. Matz 

Paul S. Maxwell 

Richard M. McCaffery 

v
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Hugh A McCarley 

Andrew L. McCarthy 

Patty L. McCaskill 

Douglas W. McCormick 

Kate  McEnroe 

Charles  McGinty 

Robert  McGinty 

William  McGorry 

Sean P. McGrail

Terence F. McGuirk 

Neil R.  McHugh 

Ron McMillan

Fred  McSweeney 

Lenny  Melamedas 

Philip C. Merrill 

Daniel N. Mezzalingua 

J.P. "Rick" Michaels , Jr.

Charles E. Mills 

Robert J. Miron 

Donald H. Mitzner 

Elizabeth "Kay" Monigold 

Jim  Monroe 

Martin J. Moran 

Charles C. Morris 

Seth  Morrison 

Dan  Mulvenon 

Patrick M. Murphy 

Stephen E. Myers 

William D. Myers 

Trygve E. Myhren 

Marc B. Nathanson 

Stephen K. Necessary 

Timothy P. Neher 

Steve  Nelson 

Steven O. Neu 

Dan William Nofs 

Marion  Nowak 

Wayne  O'Dell 

David E. O'Hayre 

Jay  O'Neal 

John Arthur Ogren 

Gail E. Oldfather 

James R. Oldham 

William Thomas Oliver 

Lawrence W. Oliver 

Nick A. Olson 

Susan E. Packard 

Stephen  Pagano 

Mark  Palazzo 

Mark J. Palchick 

Richard N. Palmer 

Michael L. Pandzik 

John G. Pascarelli 

Larry A. Patten 

John R. Patterson 

Ferris E. Peery 

James A. Penney 

Francis R. Perkins , Esq.

Harry W. Perlow 

A. D. Petersen 

Par G. Peterson 

Neil P. Phillips 

J. D. Pierce 

John C. Pietri 

Dan J. Pike 

Ron W. Pitcock , Sr.

Michael J. Pohl 

Matthew M. Polka 

F. Rex Porter 

Jeffrey R. Porter 

Gregory A. Price 

Thomas F. Puckett 

Earl  Quam 

Maqbool  Qurashi 

Leslie H. Read 

Leslie W. Read 

Norval D. Reece 

Jeffrey C. Reiss 

Richard L. Rexroat , Jr.

L. Michael Reynolds 

Terry L. Rich 

Steve K. Richey 

Jay E. Ricks 

Monroe Mark Rifkin 

v
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John J. Rigas 

Dianne  Riggan 

John Newton Rigsby 

William W. Riker 

Anna M. Riker 

James Patrick Riley 

Eileen  Rivard 

Ronald J. Rizzuto 

Butch   Roberson 

Richard D. Roberts 

William M. Roberts 

Brian L. Roberts 

William H. Roedy 

Joe  Rooney 

Robert St. John Roper 

Stephen R. Ross ESQ.

Shellie  Rosser 

Carl U.J. Rossetti 

David  Rozzelle 

Vibha  Rustagi 

Bob  Ryan 

John V. Saeman 

Stan W. Sands 

Josh  Sapan 

Larry  Satkowiak 

John F. Scarpa 

Robert J. Schaeffer 

Ellen  Schned 

Lisa W. Schoenthaler 

Paul F. Schonewolf 

Michael  Schooler 

Joseph  Schramm 

Stanley  Searle 

Robert A. Searle 

Jay L. Sedwick 

Douglas J. Semon 

Mark D. Sena 

Cathy  Serksnas 

Gail F. Sermersheim 

George H. Shapiro , Esq.

Lawrence  Shewack 

Richard L. Shimp 

John J. Sie 

Ronald A. Siegel 

Steven J. Simmons 

Dolph C. Simons Jr.

Richard  Sjoberg 

Russ   Skinner 

Joel P. Smith 

Thomas D. Smith 

James H. Smith , III

George "Tom" Soulsby 

J. C. Sparkman 

Thomas J. Staniec 

Robert J. Stanzione 

Robert A. Stengel 

Mark  Stephan 

William C. Stewart 

Jud D. Stewart 

Larry J. Stiffelman 

Barry D. Stigers 

Rob  Stoddard 

Joel I. Susel 

Katheryn L. Svoboda 

Susan M. Swain 

Tony S. Swain 

Alex  Swan 

Gene W. Swithenbank 

Dennis  Tangeman 

Edward L. Taylor , III

Joseph  W. Taylor IV

Rod G. Thole 

William L. Thomas 

Pat S. Thompson 

Richard E. Thomson 

Bud M. Tibshrany 

Sidney  Topol 

Leonard  Tow 

June E. Travis 

Alan M. Tschirner 

Eric John Tveter 

Amy C. Tykeson 

Pat Tylka

Milton F. Underwood 

v
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Joseph Van Loan 

David R. Van Valkenburg 

Jay A. Vaughan

Fred  A. Vierra 

Carl Vogel 

Stan VonFeldt 

James K. Waldo 

Priscilla B. Walker 

John W. Waller III

James A. Wand 

Peter D. Warburton 

Jeffrey C. Wayne 

Steven Weed 

Tony G. Werner 

Roger L. Werner 

Eugene M. White 

Richard M. White

Steven E. Wilkerson 

Franklin T. Williams 

Jack L. Williams 

E. Roger  Williams 

Louis D. Williamson 

Michael S. Willner 

Cathy B. Wilson 

Sharan L. Wilson 

Robert C. Wilson 

Kenneth Steven Wood 

Rouzbeh Yassini-Fard 

Barbara O. York 

John Michael Zamoiski

v

CLASS OF 2016
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A Tribute to Pioneers  
Who Are Lost But Not Forgotten 

REPORTED 2016-2017

Steve V. Bell, Sr.			   ’09

William F. Randles		  ’85

Richard L. Jackson		  ’06

Jack Crouse      			   ’90

Linda Brodsky Cooper		  ’92

Hank Diambra			   ’88

Robert M. Rosencranz 		  ’77

Richard G. CovelL		  ’02

Israel Switzer			   ’04

Ernie Olsen                                 ’91

Keith Burkley 			   ’08

Ray Miller 			   ’97

Jack Crosby			   ’66

Mike Welch			   ’96

Bob Hughes			   ’85

Ed McGinty			   ’07

Don Tykeson			   ’07

Milford Richey			   ’97

CLASS

February 24, 2016

March 06, 2016

June 20, 2016

July 8, 2016

July 26, 2016

July 30, 2016

August 03, 2016

August 17, 2016

November 16, 2016

November 20, 2016

November 22, 2016

December 14, 2016

December 30, 2016

January 24, 2017

February 28, 2017

June 17, 2017

July 12, 2017

September 25, 2017
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Cable Television Pioneers  
IN MEMORIAM

Daniel Aaron

George M. Acker

James F. Ackerman

M. William Adler

Edward M. Allen

Mother M. Angelica

John W. Arnts

Don Atchison

George J. Barco, Esq.

Yolanda G. Barco, Esq.

John R. Barrington

Ralph M. Baruch

Arthur Baum

Steve V. Bell, Sr

Joseph W. Benes

Larry Bentson

Homer Bergren

Robert D. Bilodeau

Albert Bloom

Paul D. Braun

William J. Bresnan

Argyle W. Bridgett

Wallace L. Briscoe

Glenn A. Britt

Marshall Bromdum

Robert Alan Brooks

Frank T. Brophy

Keith Burkley

Mann Bush

Lloyd A. Calhoun

Leo A. Calistri

William J. Calsam

John G. Campbell

Al Carollo

James R. Carollo

Carolyn S. Chambers

McLean Clark

Charles E. Clements

Ned Cogswell

Joel C. Cohen

James F. “Pete” Collins

Benjamin J. Conroy, Jr.

Linda Brodsky Cooper

James V. Coste

Bertram Cousins, Jr.

Richard G. Covell

R. Don Cowan

Robert L. Cowart

Winston "Tony" Cox

Jack Crosby

Jack Crouse

Bill Daniels

Gerald M. Dash

G. Lewis Davenport

James Y. Davidson

Sally M. Davison

Lawrence J. DeGeorge

Frank DeJoy

Bud Desmond

Dean Devoe

Hank Diambra

Robert V.C. Dickinson

Edward E. Drake

George E. Duffy

Pauline "Polly" Dunn

Leonard D. Ecker

C.O. Erickson

Charles F. Erickson

Paul L. Field

Howard B. Flink

Glenn H. Flinn

Frederick W. Ford

Benito W. Forte

Edward J. Foust

Edward H. Frazier, Jr.

Charles J. Friel

Marlowe D. Froke

Jack Fuelhart

Carl E. Gainer

Richard C. Gall

Edward Ganc

Joseph S. Gans, Sr.

Al Gilliland

Tommy L. Gleason, Sr.

Fred G. Goddard

Mel Gray

Jerry Greene

Thomas Jackson Gullett

Kenneth S. Gunter

John P. Gwin
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v

Sam Haddock

Tom Hall

Frank J. Hamilton

Mason Hamilton

Owen F. Hannigan

Harry H. Harkins

Alan R. Harmon

Burt I. Harris

Henry Harris

Michael G. Harris

John C. Harrison

James A. Hart, Jr.

William K. Headley

William F. Hemminger

Gary B. Henderson

Ed H. Hewson, Jr.

Frank G. Hickey

Roland D. Hieb

Irvine B. Hill

Everett M. Hirsh

Benjamin William Hughes, Jr.

Bob Hughes

Herbert L. Jackson, Jr.

Richard L. Jackson

Michael N. Johnson

Glenn R. Jones

Raymond E. Joslin

Irving B. Kahn

Walter Kaitz

William F. Karnes

Bill Kenny

Tom Kerver

Courtney M. Kirkeeng

Chuck Klein

B. John Klindworth

Albin J. Kozminski

Selman M. Kremer

H. Clifton Kroon

Robert D. L'Heureux

Jake H. Landrum

Joseph Lecce

Donald W. Levenson

Jay H. Levergood

John "Milt" Lewis

Fred Lieberman

Jerry D. Lindauer

Gregory J. Liptak

Bruce E. Lovett

Bob J. Magness

Martin F. Malarkey

Johnny Mankin, Sr.

Don R. Mansell

Nathaniel M. Marshall

Francis E. Martin

Alan S. McDonald

Robert McGeehan

Ed McGinty

Robert E. McIlvane

Wayne J. McKinney

Roy Mehlman

Bruce Merrill

Elmer Metz

Alphonse Micheli, Jr.

Larry R. Miles

Otto Miller

Ray Miller

James L. Milliken

Thomas W. Mitchell

Xenophon W. Mitchell

David P. Mooney

John T. Moore

George R. Morrell

John Morrissey

James Moulin

Everett I. Mundy

Travis Nabors

James W. Neese

George O. Nichols

John Nichols

Fred R. Nichols

Frank H. Nowaczek

Beverly O'Brien

Ernie Olsen

Max D. Paglin

James R. Palmer, P.E.

Dave W. Pardonner

L. Edward Parsons

Abram E. Patlove

V. L. Patterson

Myron T. Pattison
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Darlene S. Payne

William A. Pitney

Thomas J. Polis

Ingo Radicke

William F. Randles

Sandford F. Randolph

J. Holland Rannels

Alan Raywid

Robert M. Regan

J. Leonard Reinsch

Albert J. Ricci

Milford  Richey 

James O. Robbins

Ralph J. Roberts

Manuel G. Robinson

Robert M. Rogers

Edward S. Rogers

Carrol C. Rollyson

J. Alonzo Rosado

Robert M. Rosencranz

John B. Roskowski

Buford L. Saville

Sol Schildhause

Hubert J. Schlafly

Gene W. Schneider

Ray V. Schneider

Richard C. Schneider

Milton J. Shapp

Gordon Sherman

Richard Shows

Don Shuler

George Sisson

Mildred E. Smith

E. Stratford Smith, Esq.

William B. Smullin

Abe H. Sonneschein

Don Spencer

John Spottswood

Alfred R. Stern

Joseph L. Stern

Claude Stevanus

Fred J. Stevenson

James W. Stilwell

R. Lee Stoner

William B. Strange, Jr.

Samuel S. Street

Martin F. Sweeney

Bart Swift

Israel Switzer

Robert H. Symons

Andrew Szegda

Robert J. Tarlton

John L. Tatta

Hilmer T. Taxdahl

Archer S. Taylor

Joseph W. Taylor Sr.

Frank P. Thompson

Chris W. Thorniley

Robert L. Toner

Robert J. Trently

Thomas B. Troehler

Melvin C. Truax

Robert E. Tudek

William Turner

Don Tykeson

R. Hurshel Tyler

John Walson

Esther Walsonavich

Margaret Walsonavich

John S. Warner

Rodney R. Warner

Albert Warren

Robert K. Weary, Sr.

Thomas G. Wehling

Robert Wheeler, Jr.

Mike Welch

Edward P. Whitney

David O. Wicks

Carl M. Williams

David L. Willis

Wendell D. Woody

Bark Lee Yee

Stella C. Yee

Sidney E. Young

Lee R. Zemnick

Roger E. Zylstra

v
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Pioneers Gallery
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Our Partnering Tradition Lives On
with our 2017 Association with the  

SCTE ISBE Cable-Tec Expo 2017 

 
 

We proudly congratulate our own 
Cable TV Pioneers 

 
 

2017 SCTE Hall of Fame Inductees

David Fellows

Dr. Rickey Luke
  

Society of Broadband
Professionals/SCTE-UK Winner

Ron Hranac

 
Our congratulations to all the 
SCTE 2017 Award Honorees! 

CableTVPioneers.com 



are alive and well and planning to be in  
Atlanta to celebrate the induction of the  

Class of 2018 at our 52nd Annual Banquet. 

Stay in touch with member news, check  
out history videos and photos, including  
a recap of this year’s banquet, and get  

all the details on next year’s get together.

CableTVPioneers.com 



Thank You

PROGRAM SPONSOR


